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QUINLAN HOUSE, AQUINAS COLLEGE — ATHLETICS CARNIVAL WIN 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.16 pm]: I will make a brief and, in comparison, somewhat self-
indulgent and lighthearted contribution to the proceedings tonight. Everyone in this chamber, I am sure, likes the 
consummate underdog; everyone remembers the story of Eddie the Eagle, the English downhill skier; Eric the 
Eel, the Olympic swimmer; and, of course, Steven Bradbury, who has entered iconic Australian folklore for his 
come-from-behind win at the Winter Olympics. We could even perhaps include the Fremantle Dockers in that 
bag of tricks, but I have another one: Quinlan House at Aquinas College. In intra-house sporting events at 
Aquinas College, Quinlan House has consistently come last for many years. In swimming, it finished last every 
year from 2005 to 2014; it finished last in the cross-country from 2005 to 2013; and it also finished last in 
athletics from 2005 to 2013. It even finished last in chess in 2008. 

However, members, I have great pleasure in informing the house about something worthy of mention in this 
place: Quinlan House has won the 2014 athletic carnival at Aquinas College! Tremendous accolades should go 
to Mr Brehaut and to all the staff involved at Quinlan House. 

Hon Kate Doust interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: That may happen, but all the members of Quinlan House are in absolute euphoria at the 
moment, so I would not like to burst their bubble yet! 

Congratulations also to a group of the boys who got together on a little Facebook post: Clifton Morris, Andrew 
Davenport, Dylan Gallagher, Dylan West, Josh Brown, Elliot Goldstone and Conor O’Neill, and all the other 
members of Quinlan House. A special mention goes to a boy called Harry Stanley, who has been a long-
suffering Quinlan House member for the past nine years. After this historic event, Harry posted on Facebook, 
“My eyes have seen what I thought was not possible and could never be achieved.” These comments were posted 
and were met with total disbelief and some very unparliamentary language, I must say, from other Facebook 
friends. 

I conclude my comments by congratulating Quinlan House and everyone involved in this monumental occasion, 
and remind members that there is hope for the Fremantle Dockers yet! 

House adjourned at 5.18 pm 
__________ 
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